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ANNCR: 

THE WRECK OF THE AMOCO-CADIZ OFF THE FRENCH COAST -- 
RESULTING IN HISTORY'S BIGGEST OIL SPILL -- IS CAUSING 
INTERNATIONAL MARITIME EXPERTS TO REVIEW THE LATEST RULES ON 
TANKER SAFETY, FROM LONDON, VOA CORRESPONDENT WILLIAM WADE HAS 
THIS BACKGROUND REPORF 
VOICE: 

THE AMOCO-CADIZ WENT AGROUND ONLY A FEW WEEKS AFTER 
MARITIME EXPERTS FROM SIXTY-TWO NATIONS HAD COME TO AGREEMENT 
HERE IN LONDON ON NEW STEPS FOR TANKER SAFETY AND POLLUTION 
PREVENTION, THEY MET AT IMCO == THE U.N.'S INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
MARITIME CONSULTATIVE ORGANIZATION, IMCO HAD SPENT A YEAR 
REINFORCING AND IMPROVING EXISTING WORLD AGREEMENTS ON MARINE 
SAFETY. IT WAS PARTLY THE RESULT OF AN INITIATIVE BY PRESIDENT 
CARTER FOLLOWING A RASH OF TANKER ACCIDENTS IN AMERICAN WATERS. 

BUT THE AMOCO CADIZ SHOWS HOW INTERNATIONAL THE PROBLEM IS 
-~ AND HOW DIFFICULT IT IS TO COVER ALL THE DANGERS. THE 
AMERICAN-~OWNED TANKER, FLYING A LIBERIAN FLAG, WAS CARRYING LIGHT 
CRUDE OIL FROM THE ARABIAN GULF TO BRITAIN AND THE NETHERLANDS. 
THE VESSEL HAD AN ITALEAN CAPTAIN WHO WAS QUESTIONED, ALONG WITH 
THE SKIPPER OF A WEST GERMAN SALVAGE TUG, BY FRENCH 
AUTHORITIES ABOUT THEIR VAIN ATTEMPTS TO KEEP THE AMOCO-CADIZ 
FROM DRIFTING ONTO THE BRITTANY COAST. 

THE ORIFT BEGAN IN THE FIRST PLACE WHEN THE TANKER'S STEERING 
SYSTEM BROKE DOWN, AND THAT WAS THE BEGINNING OF A LOT OF VERY 
BAD LUCK, INCLUDING PERSISTENT GALES THAT BLOCKED ALL EFFORTS 


TO KEEP THE VESSEL AFLOAT OR KEEP ITS OIL FROM SPILLING OVERBOARD, 
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IT WILL TAKE SEVERAL MARITIME INQUIRIES TO GET ALL THE 
FACTS -- BUT IT IS CLEAR THAT THE AMOCO-CADIZ WAS A MODERN SHIP, 
WELL EQUIPPED WHICH MAY WELL HAVE BEEN ABLE TO COMPLY WITH THE 
LATEST U.N, STANDARDS FOR SAFETY. 

NOW, EXPERTS AT IMCO, THE MARITIME AGENCY, SAY THEY EXPECT 
SEVERAL COMMITTEES TO REVIEW THE RULES ON STEERING BACKUP SYSTEMS, 
ON SALVAGE PROCEDURES AND ON LEGAL RESPONSIBILITIES. IMCO HAS 
BEEN PROUD OF ITS ROLE IN SETTING UP EAST AND WEST LANES THROUGH 
THE ENGLISH CHANNEL TO REDUCE THE LIKELIHOOD OF COLLISIONS. SOME 
REVISIONS MAY BE NEEDED IN LIGHT OF THE CONTROVERSY ABOUT WHETHER 
THE AMOCO-CADIZ SHOULD HAVE BEEN FARTHER OFF THE FRENCH COAST 
WHEN IT BEGAN ITS COURSE INTO THE CHANNEL. 

WHAT IS BEYOND CONTROVERSY IS THE NEED FOR A CONTINUED 
INTERNATIONAL EFFORT TO GET BETTER SAFETY AND ANTI-POLLUTION 
STANDARDS. IMCO IS HOLDING ANOTHER CONFERENCE ON CREW TRAINING 
THIS JUNE -- SO THAT THE MEN WHO MAN THE SHIPS ARE PREPARED TO 
PREVENT NEW DISASTERS. THE AGENCY IS AWARE THAT ITS BUSINESS 
TS PICKING UP == THAT IT WILL TAKE GREATER MULTINATIONAL 
COOPERATION TO KEEP OIL OUT OF THE WORLD'S OCEANS. 
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